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Jodie Taylor is the ladies 

champion at Downfield Golf 
Club. The 15-year-old, who 

only took up golf five years 
ago, recently won the North of 

Scotland Girls and Scottish 
Schoolgirls Handicap 
championships in the 

summer. The fifth-year  
St John’s High School pupil, 

who now plays off a handicap 
of 6, has also been awarded a 

golf scholarship with The 
Gleneagles Foundation.

Jodie Taylor, golf

Q How long have you 
been taking part in your 
sport?

A I joined Downfield Golf Club 
when I was 10 but I only 
started playing competitions 
when I was 12 (three years 
ago).

Q How did you first get 
into it?

A My dad and grandad play 
golf, so my brother and I used 
to walk around with them and 
hit a few shots.

Q What’s your favourite 
thing about your sport?

A Playing in and, hopefully, 
winning competitions on 
different courses all over 
Scotland. Also, achieving the 
targets and goals I have set 
myself at the start of the 
season.

Q Who is your most 
inspirational athlete?

A Former world No 1 Rory 
McIlroy.

Q What’s your ideal meal 
before competing?

A Home-made pancakes and 
Nutella before a morning tee-
time. If it’s an afternoon event, 
then pasta with a tomato 
sauce.

Q Most embarrassing 
moment in your sport?

A I’ve not really had any yet but 
I am a bit clumsy and have 
fallen in the water at Downfield 
a few times. 

Q Proudest moment in 
your sport?

A I’ve had a few. But getting a 
golf scholarship at Gleneagles 
as part of the Gleneagles 
Foundation, winning the 
Downf ie ld Ladies Club 
Championship and winning 
the North of Scotland Girls 
Championship with my first 
level-par round stand out.

Q What’s your advice for 
someone who wants to 
get involved?

A Go along to your local driving 
range or golf club and try it 
out. Junior membership fees 
are more affordable than they 
used to be and sometimes 
lessons are included. You can 
normally borrow clubs, too.

Q What’s the biggest 
challenge you’ve faced 
in your sport?

A  Probably trying to play 
consistently and keeping 
injury free.

Q Where would you most 
like to compete?

A Somewhere hot and sunny, 
such as America.

Q How does your sport 
help you in the rest of 
your life?

A You have good days and bad 
days on the golf course. Enjoy 
the good ones and, when 
things aren’t going your way, 
take the positives and learn 
from all the mistakes. If you 
work hard, you will get the 
rewards.

Q Which sport do you 
most like watching and 
why?

A  Major golf and athletics 
events, and also football.

Q Which sport bores you 
to tears?

A Cricket.

Q Who is your biggest 
rival?

A I don’t really have one. It 
would just be whoever I was 
playing on the day.

Q Where do you want to 
be in your sport in five 
years?

A I am working towards a golf 
scholarship in America, so, 
hopefully, I will be over there.

Q Which other sport 
would you most like to 
try?

A I don’t know. At the minute I 
don’t have time to try anything 
else.

Q Do you  have  any 
nicknames?

A Not that I know of.

Q What music gets you 
ready for a match/
competition?

A Anything in the charts but a 
bit of Oasis is on my playlist, 
too.

Q What’s the secret to 
success in your field?

A There’s no secret, you just 
need to practise a lot and 
work hard at it.

Q If you could change one 
thing about your sport, 
what would it be?

A The length of time it takes to 
p lay  a  round  o f  go l f . 
Sometimes it can take just 
o v e r  t h r e e  h o u r s . 
Occasionally, people think 
they are playing in the Ryder 
Cup and it can be up to six 
hours!
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